Introduction

)HPDOH VH[XDOLW\ LV D PXOWLV\VWHP FRQVWUXFW URRWHG LQ ELRORJLF SV\FKRVH[XDO DQG FRQWH[WUHODWHG IDFWRUV $ SK\VLRORJLFDO UHVSRQVH WR VH[XDO VWLPXOL UHTXLUHV DQ LQWHJULW\ RI WKH KRUPRQDO YDVFXODU QHUYRXV PXVFXODU FRQQHFWLYH DQG LPPXQH V\VWHPV 7KUHH PDMRU GLPHQVLRQV RI IHPDOH VH[XDOLW\ LH VH[XDO LGHQWLW\ DQG IXQFWLRQ DV ZHOO DV VH[XDO UHODWLRQVKLSV LQWHUDFW WR HQVXUH ZRPHQ ¶¿FDQWO\ OHVV VDWLV¿± 3&26 ZRPHQ ZHUH PRUH OLNHO\ WR UHSRUW SUREOHPV LQ WKLV DUHD >@ )XUWKHU UHVHDUFK LV QHFHVVDU\ WR HYDOXDWH WKH VH[XDOLW\ DQG VH[XDO
µPRWLYDWLRQ WR DYRLG ULVN\ VH[ ¶ VXEVFDOH RI WKH 066&4 DQG KLJKHU WKDQ DYHUDJH VFRUHV LQ µSRZHURWKHU VH[XDO FRQWURO ¶ VXEVFDOH ZDV KLJKHU LQ 3&26 SDWLHQWV WKDQ DJHPDWFKHG FRQWUROV
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7KH LPSDFW RI 3&26 RQ PHQWDO KHDOWK DQG VH[XDOLW\ LV D VXE MHFW RI PXFK GHEDWH $YDLODEOH VWXGLHV KDYH VKRZQ FRQÀLFWLQJ UH VXOWV VKRZLQJ µPRGHUDWH HIIHFW ¶ WR µQR HIIHFW ¶ RI 3&26 RQ VH[XDO IXQFWLRQ >@ 2ZLQJ WR WKH IDFW WKDW VH[XDOLW\ LV D FRPSOH[ SKH QRPHQRQ D WKRURXJK DQDO\VLV RI GLIIHUHQW DVSHFWV RI IHPDOH VH[ XDOLW\ LV QHFHVVDU\ WR UHDFK UHOLDEOH FRQFOXVLRQV 2XU VWXG\ PD\ SURYLGH D VPDOO EXW LPSRUWDQW FRQWULEXWLRQ WR WKH FXUUHQW VWDWH RI NQRZOHGJH RQ WKH UHODWLRQVKLS EHWZHHQ 3&26 DQG VH[XDOLW\ 0HDQ DJH DW ¿UVW VH[XDO LQWHUFRXUVH ZDV \HDUV DQG \HDUV IRU 3&26 SDWLHQWV DJHG DQG ! ZKLFK LV FRQVLVWHQW ZLWK WKH ¿QGLQJV RI HDUOLHU VWXGLHV >@ $ VLPLODU DJH UDQJH ZDV UHSRUWHG E\ ,]GHEVNL LQ KLV VWXG\ RQ VH[XDO LQLWLDWLRQ LQ 3RODQG \HDUV IRU ZRPHQ DQG /HZ6WDURZLF] LQ WKH 9DPHD UHSRUW LQ ZKLFK RI WKH ZRPHQ UHSRUWHG DJH DW ¿UVW LQWHU FRXUVH EHWZHHQ DQG \HDUV > @ 6WDWLVWLFDOO\ VLJQL¿FDQW GLIIHUHQFHV LQ WKH W\SH RI VH[XDO DFWLYLWLHV SHUIRUPHG ZHUH IRXQG EHWZHHQ ZRPHQ ZLWK 3&26 DQG FRQWUROV LQ WKH DJH JURXS +RZHYHU WKHUH ZHUH QR GLIIHUHQFHV LQ WKH SHUFHQWDJH RI ZRPHQ HQJDJLQJ LQ SHQLOHYDJLQDO
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